Application Note

California Institute of Technology- BS in electrical engineering, International Freshman
I. Program description 
· Undergraduate Program

The objective of the undergraduate program in Electrical Engineering at Caltech is to produce graduates who will attain careers and higher education that ultimately lead to leadership roles in academia, industry and government in areas of rapidly advancing interdisciplinary technology related to telecommunications, solid-state, information, computer and electrical systems.
· Will I be admitted to a specific division or major at Caltech?
No. We evaluate your application for Caltech as a whole rather than admitting you to a specific division. We will ask you about your option interests in the Common Application, because we like to learn more about your STEM interests. If admitted and enrolled at Caltech, you would declare your option after your first two terms as a student.
http://ee.caltech.edu/academics/ugrad
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/content/faq-first-year-applicants
II. Deadline
· Deadlines and Notifications
	
	Early Action
	Regular Decision

	Application Deadline
	November 1
	January 3

	Testing Deadlines
	October
	December

	Decision Notifications
	Mid-December
	Mid-March

	Admit Reply Deadline
	May 1
	May 1


· Early Action
Early Action is non-binding and non-restrictive. If you apply to Caltech during Early Action, you can apply to as many other schools as you wish as long as you are not violating their policies. You are not required to attend Caltech if you are accepted during the Early Action round.
Potential outcomes from Early Action include: accept, deny, and defer. If you are accepted in Early Action, you are not obligated to attend Caltech. You have until May 1 to give us your matriculation response. If you are denied in Early Action, you may not reapply during Regular Decision. If you are deferred in Early Action, you may opt-in to be reconsidered during Regular Decision. You will be given the opportunity to send in supplemental materials to support your application
· Regular Decision

Potential outcomes from Regular Decision include: accept, deny, and waitlist. If you are accepted in Regular Decision, you have until May 1 to give us your matriculation response. If you are denied in Regular Decision, there is no appeals process. You may reapply for the next fall entry term if you wish. If you are waitlisted in Regular Decision, you may opt-in to be reconsidered should space become available in the class after May 1. You will be given the opportunity to send in supplemental materials to support your application.
· Can I apply to Caltech for the spring semester?
We only review applications for fall entry. Make sure to review our first-year application deadlines for the early action and regular decision processes.
· If I apply to Caltech during the early action round, do I have to attend?
Early action is different from early decision and restrictive early action at other schools. Our decision is NOT binding—meaning that if you get into Caltech during early action, you'll have until May 1 to decide whether or not you wish to attend.

· If I am not admitted to Caltech during early action, can I reapply during regular decision?
If you applied to Caltech during early action and were not admitted, you cannot reapply to the same fall term during the regular decision round. You could, however, reapply to Caltech in the future for a different fall start term.
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/content/application-deadlines
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/content/faq-first-year-applicants
III. Admission requirement

· Academic Preparation Requirements
You must have either completed the following courses or be enrolled in them at the time of your application. Students who have not completed these courses will not be properly prepared for Caltech's core curriculum.
· 4 years of math (including calculus)
· 1 year of physics
· 1 year of chemistry
· 3 years of English (4 years recommended)

· 1 year of U.S. history/government (waived for students in schools outside the U.S.)
Caltech does not automatically grant credit for AP, IB, A Level, Pre-U, or college courses taken prior to enrollment. Each student accepted to Caltech will take a math and physics placement exam prior to enrolling. Based on the results of these exams, you may place out of courses and be granted credit for those courses. For more information, please see the Registrar's website FAQ.
· Will I receive credit for AP or IB classes or classes I may have taken at a nearby college?
We do not automatically grant credit for AP, IB, or college-level courses. If you decide to attend Caltech, we'll send you placement exams in math, physics, and chemistry during the summer before your frosh year. 
· Standardized Tests

All students will be given our full consideration through Caltech's holistic review method. The following standardized test are required for a complete freshman application. We do not accept any substitutes for these tests.
· SAT or ACT

Caltech no longer requires the SAT Essay or ACT Writing exam sections. Additionally, these sections will not be considered in the application review process. 
· SAT Subject Test (2)

·  Mathematics Level 2
·  biology (ecological), biology (molecular), chemistry, or physics
· If you are applying to meet our Early Action (November 1) deadline, then you may submit October test scores. If you are applying to meet our Regular Decision (January 3) deadline, then you may submit December test scores. 
· Superscoring Policy
We strongly recommend that you report all of your available standardized test scores because the Admissions Committee will be certain to review the strongest score in each category, across all of the exam(s) you've taken. Caltech will superscore across SAT exam dates and across the same test version. Thus, if you took both the "old" and the "new" SAT, we will not superscore across those two different versions.
The ACT does not condone superscoring, so Caltech will not calculate a new composite ACT score; however, if you took the ACT multiple times, the Admissions Committee will take note of the differences in your score performances across sections.

· The Admissions Committee reserves the right to withdraw the applications of students who do not submit all of our required testing.

· Is there a way I can get my SAT or SAT subject tests waived?
All first-year applicants must submit ALL required testing (SAT or ACT; SAT Math Level 2; one science subject test) in order to have their application evaluated for admission.
· English Proficiency Requirement

· TOEFL: The minimum score accepted is 110
· A TOEFL score is not required if you have studied for the past two years at a high school where the primary language is English or your native language is English.

· CalTech does not accept IELTS for undergraduate students.

· The latter must be completed prior to the application deadline. 
· What if my test scores arrive after the deadline?

We will accept test scores delivered to Caltech after the deadline if the tests were taken prior to the month of the deadline. For example, we will accept scores delivered to Caltech after November 1 for tests that were taken in October.  We will not accept scores for tests taken in November for the November 1 deadline.
· Class Profile
Caltech received more than 7,300 applications for the Fall 2017 start term.
· Enrolled: 236

· International: 9%

· Middle 50% SAT and ACT test score ranges:

· SAT middle 50% range: 2250–2350
· ACT Composite middle 50% range: 34–35
· SAT Math Level 2 middle 50% range: 800
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/content/academic-preparation-requirements
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/content/standardized-tests
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/content/class-profile
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/content/faq-first-year-applicants
IV. Process & Mailing Address
· Common Application or Coalition Application
· Application Fee:$75
· Nonrefundable application fee to be submitted with your preferred application platform.
· Wavier

You may request a fee waiver by taking one of the following steps:

· Submit your SAT or ACT fee waiver form with your application or email a copy to Caltech at ugadmissions@caltech.edu.

· Complete and submit the fee waiver form provided by the National Associate for College Admission Counseling (NACAC). Click here to learn more about this fee waiver program.

· Request that your school counselor send an email to Caltech (ugadmissions@caltech.edu) verifying that the application fee creates a financial hardship on you and your family.

· You may also opt to use the Coalition Application so that you may get an early indication of your ability to qualify for the application fee waiver. Click here to learn more about the eligibility requirements.

· Academic transcripts
· Secondary School Report
This is a document that is sent to Caltech by your high school college counselor. It provides context about your school that helps the Admissions Committee evaluate your application holistically.
· Mid-Year Report 

· Final Report 
· Official Test Scores
· SAT code: 4034
· ACT code: 0182
· TOEFL code: 4034
· We will accept self-reported test score information directly from students submitted either through the application or through your Caltech Student Portal.

· We do not require official test score reports from applicants. We will request official test score information from students who are offered admission. 
· Teacher Evaluations(2)

· Caltech requires two letters of evaluation from teachers:

· 1 math or science teacher evaluation

· 1 humanities or social sciences teacher evaluation
· You may submit letters of evaluation from teachers who have instructed you during any year of high school. We recommend asking teachers who can best speak to your performance as a student in their classroom.

· In order to fulfill the humanities or social science teacher evaluation requirement, we ask that you submit evaluations from teachers who have evaluated your writing. In the past, students have used recommendations from the following classes to fulfill this requirement: English, Foreign Language, Philosophy, Religion, History, Economics, Government, Psychology, Sociology, and Anthropology.

· In addition to the two required teacher evaluations, you are welcome to submit up to two additional evaluations from a mentor or supervisor who knows you in a different context. You may submit this letter through the Common Application or Coalition Application, or it may be emailed directly to our office at ugadmissions@caltech.edu.

· If your recommender emails the letter to our office, please be sure the letter includes your full name and birthdate since Caltech does not have an official form to accompany this additional letter. We will not accept any letters sent by the student/applicant.
· What types of teacher evaluations would qualify as a humanities or social sciences evaluation?

The following classes that have a writing requirement are suitable for the humanities/social sciences teacher evaluation:
English, Literature、Foreign Language、Philosophy, Religion、History, Government, Political Science, American Studies, Geography, Economics、Psychology, Sociology, Anthropology
· How many evaluations can I include in my application?  
We ask that you include no more than five total evaluations. Just make sure that you have both of our required evaluations. You may wish to submit an additional evaluation from a research mentor or an internship supervisor.
· Essay
· Mailing Address
California Institute of Technology
Office of Undergraduate Admissions
1200 E. California Blvd.
Mail Code 10-90
Pasadena, CA 91125
Phone: (626) 395-6341
ugadmissions@caltech.edu
· Does Caltech review music or art supplements?
We neither require nor review art and music supplements. This doesn't mean we aren't interested in your talents beyond STEM! You are still welcome to tell us about your art and music activities in your application.
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/content/standardized-tests
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/content/how-apply-first-year-applicant
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/content/teacher-evaluations
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/contact
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/content/faq-first-year-applicants
V. SOP/ESSAY/WRITING SAMPLE
· Common Writing
· Personal Essay

The essay demonstrates your ability to write clearly and concisely on a selected topic and helps you distinguish yourself in your own voice. What do you want the readers of your application to know about you apart from courses, grades, and test scores? Choose the option that best helps you answer that question and write an essay of no more than 650 words, using the prompt to inspire and structure your response. 
Remember: 650 words is your limit, not your goal. Use the full range if you need it, but don't feel obligated to do so. (The application won't accept a response shorter than 250 words.) Please write an essay (250-650 words) on the topic selected. You can type directly into the box, or you can paste text from another source.
· Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.
· The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?
· Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? What was the outcome?
· Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution.
· Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.
· Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?
· Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design.
· Additional Information

Please provide an answer below if you wish to provide details of circumstances or qualifications not reflected in the application. You may enter up to 650 words.
· Requires Short Essay & Essay Prompts
These are questions that the Admissions Committee has devised to get to know you better as a student, scientist, and person, and ascertain who you'll be on our campus. Below are the essay prompts for Caltech's application for first-year admission.
· Describe three experiences and/or activities that have helped develop your passion for a possible career in a STEM field. (Your response for each experience/activity should range between 10-120 words.)

· Much like the life of a professional scientist or engineer, the life of a "Techer" relies heavily on collaboration. Knowing this, what do you hope to explore, innovate, or create with your Caltech peers? (Your response should range between 250-400 words.)

· Caltech students are often known for their sense of humor and creative pranks. What do you like to do for fun? (Your response should range between 250-400 words.)

· The process of discovery best advances when people from various backgrounds, experiences, and perspectives come together. How do you see yourself contributing to the diversity of Caltech's community? (Your response should range between 250-400 words.)

(From Common Application)
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/content/supplemental-application-essays
VI. Additional note for Int’l Applicant
· Cost of Attendance

· Estimated 2018-19 Undergraduate COA (nine-month, Full-Time Enrollment)

	Tuition
	$50,487

	Fees1,2
	1,875

	Housing/Room3
	8,895

	Board
	6,630

	Additional Meal Allowance (est.)
	900

	Books and Supplies (est.)
	1,323

	Personal Expenses (est.)
	1,974

	Total Estimated Cost of Attendance4
	$72,084


· 1 Fees do not include the Caltech Student Health Insurance Plan. Students are not required to purchase health insurance through Caltech provided they have coverage through a comparable plan. The plan will cost $2,463 for the 2018-19 school year—$821 per Insurance Term.  Financial aid recipients who enroll in the Caltech Student Health Insurance Plan may request that the expense be added to their estimated cost of attendance. Students will be offered loan and/or scholarship assistance to cover the additional expense. 

· 2 All entering undergraduate students are charged a one-time, $500 Orientation Fee in addition to the mandatory fees applicable to all undergraduate students.

· 3 The Housing/Room rate included in this estimated cost of attendance is a calculated expense based on the weighted average of all available undergraduate, on-campus housing options.

· 4 A Travel Allowance to (partially) offset the cost of two roundtrips from a student's primary residence may be added to this estimated cost of attendance for U.S. Citizens or eligible non-citizens who reside in the US, associated US territories, Canada, or Mexico.

· Applying for a Visa
· You can apply for a visa after you have received the appropriate documents from our offices. NOTE: Not all visits require a visa (see below). Students will receive either an I-20 or a DS-2019 from Caltech. Scholars may receive a DS-2019, an I-797A approval notice, or another appropriate document.
· The first step is scheduling an appointment at your local U.S. Embassy or Consulate. Each consular post has a different process for scheduling an appointment. Follow the instructions on the consulate's website, review the list of documents to bring to the interview, and pay attention to the timeline for visa appointments and issuance. 

· If you are applying for an F-1 or J-1 visa, you will need to pay the I-901 SEVIS Fee before you go to the visa appointment. There is additional information about the F-1 visa application process and the J-1 visa application process for students on our website.

· Note: An arrest or criminal record may impact your visa eligibility. Contact the International Offices for a referral to an immigration attorney.

http://finaid.caltech.edu/Costs
http://international.caltech.edu/Relocation/Before/Immigration
VII. OTHER / FINANCIAL AID / INTERVIEW
· International Financial Aid Statement of Intent
When an international citizen applies for freshman admission, the application prompts questions to confirm their understanding of our financial aid policy and thus confirm their financial aid intent towards Caltech. Caltech is need-sensitive for international citizens because the total amount of financial aid funds is limited for these students, and we remain committed to meeting the demonstrated need of all admitted students. See our Financial Aid section below to read the full extent of our financial aid policy for international citizens.
· Financial Aid

Caltech has need-sensitive admission for international citizens. The total amount of financial aid funds is limited for these students, and we remain committed to meeting 100% of the demonstrated need of all admitted students. This limitation may result in financial need being a factor in the Institute's admissions decisions for international applicants who are neither U.S. citizens nor permanent residents.

To that end, when a student applies for first-year/freshman admission and indicates that they are an international citizen, the application prompts questions to confirm their understanding of our financial aid policy. There is no separate form for this step; rather, the student must answer and affirm their understanding through the questions asked on the application.

When a student is answering these questions on the application, they should keep in mind the following:

· An international citizen who plans to apply for financial aid at any time during their undergraduate career here must apply for it at the time that they apply for admission. An international citizen who does not receive assistance for their first year at Caltech is not eligible for aid for any other academic period during their undergraduate career. Exceptions may be made for citizens of Canada and Mexico.

· An international citizen who applies for aid and is offered financial assistance for the first year will be eligible to reapply for financial aid in subsequent years.

· An international citizen who applies as a freshman applicant through the Early Action plan should not expect financial aid. If you are an international citizen who plans to apply for financial aid, you must apply through Regular Decision.

· Caltech does not offer merit-based scholarships or financial aid. We meet 100% of demonstrated financial need.

For more information about how to apply for financial aid as an international citizen please see the International Financial Aid Statement of Intent, visit Financial Aid's website, or email their office at finaid@caltech.edu.
http://www.admissions.caltech.edu/content/international-citizens
